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HOMS Wills – Simple Estate Planner
Find more information on Wills, Estates and Enduring Powers of Attorney at www.homswills.ie

A Will is not something that should be done at the last minute. It is an important document that should be given a lot of thought to ensure 
that your loved ones are provided for in the best possible way after your death.

What are “assets”?
This includes everything that you own at the date of your death 
e.g. house, land, shares, bank accounts, credit union accounts, 
saving certifi cates and bonds, life insurance, car, jewelry, etc.

Why have a Will?
A Will provides for how your assets will be distributed on 
death. The best way to make sure your assets are distributed in 
accordance with your wishes is to make a Will.  A well drafted 
Will ensures that those whom you intend to benefi t are provided 
for in the most effective and tax effi cient way possible. A 
properly executed Will:

1.  Appoints executors, who will administer your estate.

2.  Appoints guardians of your minor children and trustees 
of any entitlement that they may benefi t by.

3.  Appoints who is to benefi t e.g. a spouse, partner, 
children, parents, brothers and sisters.

4.  Incorporates tax planning to prevent/reduce 
inheritance tax.

5.  Provides a mechanism to provide for dependents, 
especially those with special needs.

A Will can take into account if an intended benefi ciary, e.g. 
spouse/partner dies before you and you can make provision for 
others in that event.

If You Die Without a Will
If you die and you have not made a Will (or have not made a 
valid Will) you are said to have died intestate. Your assets will 
be distributed to your surviving relatives in accordance with the 
law under the Rules of Intestacy. It is important to note that the 
Rules of Intestacy are a strict set of provisions where there is no 
provision to take into account a person’s wishes.

Your family and loved ones depend on you. They depend on 
you to make a Will. As your circumstances change, both family 
and fi nancial, so should your Will e.g. marriage, children, 
wealth increase, tax changes.

Appointing Executors 
Once you have made the decision to make your Will, you will 
also, when the time comes, want to ensure that your estate is 
administered in a quick and effi cient manner. The responsibility 
of administrating your estate falls to the executors. The 
appointment of executors is made in your Will. While you can 
appoint one executor in your Will, it is advisable to appoint 
two, so that if one of your executors dies before you do, the 
surviving executor can take on the responsibility of administering 
your estate by distributing your assets according to your wishes.

Duties of the Executors
The duties of the executor(s) are to: 

- Ascertain the assets of your estate, ensure that the assets 
of the estate are protected, e.g. ensure all property 
comprised of in your estate is insured.

- Prepare a schedule of relevant assets and obtain 
valuations for the assets of your estate.

- Ascertain all liabilities of your estate.

- Obtain a form from the Probate Offi ce and gather in all 
the assets of the estate.

- Ensure that all of your debts, e.g. funeral expenses, are 
paid out of money in the estate.

- Distribute the assets of your estate as per the terms 
of your Will and to those who have certain rights in 
relation to your estate. This is dealt with in more detail at 
www.homswills.ie .

The duties are onerous from a legal, fi nancial and taxation point 
of view. Executors should ensure that they obtain professional 
advice to avoid legal pitfalls.

How Can We Help?
Our fi rm takes particular pride and commitment 
in helping our clients with their personal affairs.

We strongly recommend to all our clients and their families that 
they have a Will that:

- Refl ects the needs of their dependants; and
- Is up to date with current tax legislation and 

their asset portfolio.

Robert Bourke, Partner, and Caroline Browne, Solicitor, 
are the solicitors in charge of this important area. They are 
committed to:

- Listening to your needs.
- Offering you the best professional objective 

advice.
- Drafting your Will, having given you the 

opportunity to make informed decisions.

Please contact us to make a new Will or to update your 
existing Will.
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Information we need and details you should consider before instructing us to draft your Will

Your Will is a confi dential document and the contents of your will and this form will not be disclosed to 
any person.

Personal Details

Name

Address

Telephone

Have you previous made a Will? Date of Birth / /

Occupation

Mobile

PPS No.

Marital Status Partner’s Name

Partner’s Address (if different from your own)

Previous Spouse’s Name (if applicable)

Executor’s Names

Children’s Details

Executor’s Addresses Relationship to you

Please tick appropriate box (    ) where applicable

Yes No

Single

Married

Widowed

Separated

Divorced

Full Name

Guardian’s Names

Trustee’s Names

If any of the Children are minors (under 18) please complete the following:-

DOB / /

DOB / /

DOB / /

Address (if different from your own)

Guardian’s Addresses

Trustee’s Addresses
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Bequests

Name of Benefi ciary Address Gift you wish to bequeath in your Will 

Notes for your solicitor

Have you made any previous gifts to the benefi ciaries you wish to benefi t in your will? 

If yes please give details

Yes No
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Mortgage

Financial Institution

Please ensure that you include details of all properties also held in joint names.

Location of Title Deeds

List of Assets  This page can be kept with your Will.

House

Other Property or Land

Cars and other vehicles

Bank Accounts

Life Insurance Details

Shareholdings

Pension Details

Foreign Assets
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Property in Sole or Joint Names

Yes No

Company Name

Name of Company

Accounts Property

Location of Policy Documents

Policy Number

Policy Number

Amount
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Other Assets

List of Liabilities

Additional Assets  This page can be kept with your Will.

ADDITIONAL PAGES CAN BE ADDED TO THIS FORM AS IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO DEAL WITH ALL OF YOUR ASSETS IN YOUR WILL.

(e.g. Prize Bonds, Saving Certifi cates, Credit Union Accounts*)

*you may have completed a nomination form in respect of your account
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Administrator

If you do not leave a Will, or make a Will and do not appoint 
an executor, or where the executor named in a Will is unable 
or unwilling to act, the person appointed to administer your 
estate is known as the administrator.

Benefi ciary

A person who receives a gift in your Will or a share of your 
estate on intestacy.

Bequest 

A gift left to a benefi ciary in your Will. The gift can be an 
object or property, a specifi ed sum of money or what is left of 
your estate once all of the other gifts have been distributed.

Estate

All of your assets and liabilities at the date of your death.

Executor

A person you appoint to administer your estate

Grant of Probate

This is a High Court document which gives validity to the Will 
and confi rms the Will as the last Will of the deceased. The 
Grant of Probate authorises someone to deal with a deceased 
person’s estate. The executor of the estate applies for the Grant 
of Probate. Where there is no Will the administrator applies for 
Letters of Administration Intestate.   

Guardian

If you have young children you should appoint guardians to 
look after your children in the event of your death when the 
other parent has predeceased you or where both parents die in 
a common circumstance. It is important to note that where you 
are survived by the other parent, in the majority of cases, the 
surviving parent is the legal guardian of the children. 

Inheritance Tax

A tax which arises where a benefi ciary receives a gift in 
a Will or on intestacy when someone dies. The amount of 
inheritance tax payable is determined by a number of factors 
e.g. the amount you receive, your relationship to the deceased 
person, whether you received any previous gifts etc. See www.
homswills.ie/probate-inheritance-tax for more details.

Intestacy

The legal term used when someone dies without making a Will.

Minor Child

A child who is under the age of 18 at the time of your death.

Personal Representative

A common term used to describe the person who administers 
your estate; also known as an executor when they are 
appointed in a Will or an administrator when there is no Will.

Residuary Clause or Residuary Bequest

This is the section in your Will that sets out how the remainder 
of your estate, not dealt with in the Will, should be distributed. 
It is an important clause in a Will. 

Trust

An arrangement to manage a bequest which can be used in 
the case of minor children or those with special needs.

Trustee

A person you appoint to manage a trust created in your will 
according to the terms of the trust as outlined in your Will.  

GLOSSARY OF TERMS



A  G U I D E  T O  D R A F T I N G  Y O U R  W I L L

©HOMS WILLS, a private client department of Holmes O’Malley Sexton, Solicitors. No information completed on this form constitutes a legally binding Will. 8



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


